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stupendous sums too on luxuries and means of physical
comforts, which formed a part of their ideal. By contrast,
the mark of a man of God or a Khudai Khidmatgar should
be purity, industry, and unremitting hard labour in the
service of God's creation. " In the course of serving your
fellow creatures you will get a measure of the progress
you have made in non-violence and of the power that is
in non-violence. Armed with this power, a single person
can stand against the whole world. That is not possible
with the sword."

Hitherto, non-violence had been synonymous with
civil breach of laws and taking the penalty for the same
non-violently. But he wished to tell them that, although
Civil Disobedience was included in the programme of non-
violence, Its essence, as he had pointed out at Swabi, was
the moral right or fitness which it presupposed in the
civil resister and which accrued to one who trained him-
self in the practice of non-violence. In Satyagraha fight
" Civil Disobedience is the end, not the beginning. It is
the last step, not the first." People used to have a craven
fear of the Government. As a remedy, he had prescribed
Satyagraha or Civil Disobedience. It was a sharp medicine.
" Unless a physician, who administers powerful drugs,
knows exactly when to stop, he loses his patient. That
is why I promptly called off Civil Disobedience, confining
it to myself alone when the situation demanded it.* It
was just in time. So I would like you, for the time being,
to forget Civil Disobedience."

He next proceeded to explain that service of God could
only be performed through service of His creatures. He

* In April, 1934, Gandhiji advised all Congressmen to suspend
Civil Disobedience for Swaraj as distinguished from Civil Disobe-
dience for specific grievances. The decision resulted from the dis-
covery that civil resistance had not touched the hearts either of the
terrorists or of the rulers as a class owing to the " adulteration"
of its message in the process of transmission. Thereafter, Civil
Disobedience, for achieving Swaraj, was to be confined to himself
alone, the rank and file were to resume it during his life-time only
under his directions and in the meantime to devote their time to
self-purification, self-discipline and nation-building activities.